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Early Derbyshire Railway to be investigated thanks

to Heritage Lottery Fund support

The Derbyshire Archaeological Society has just received £17,900 from the Heritage

Lottery Fund (HLF) for a novel fact finding initiative, the “Butterley Gangroad

Project”. The Butterley Gangroad was built in 1793 and is the oldest Derbyshire

railway of which substantial remains survive. The project is being led by people local

to the area where the railway was situated in Crich, Fritchley and Bull Bridge. The

plan is to involve many others to help discover and record its history and surviving

features.

A tunnel on the railway, buried under the road at Fritchley, may be the world’s oldest

railway tunnel! The project involves opening up, investigating and recording the

tunnel to see if this claim is true. We also hope to capture the memories of people who

remember the line in operation, since it continued to work into the 1930s, and  involve

schoolchildren and young people in research, archaeology and other associated mini-

projects.



The railway was horse worked and carried limestone down from Quarries at Crich to

the Cromford Canal at Bull Bridge. From there it was taken by boat to a tunnel under

the Butterley Works and lifted up into the works for use in making iron. The engineer

was Benjamin Outram, one of the original founders of the Butterley Company, and it

was his first ever railway project. They went on to supply many others including the

historic Surrey Iron Railway (the first public railway), and the Kilmarnock and Troon

(the first in Scotland). Over 30 horse worked railways were eventually built to feed

traffic into the Cromford Canal. The line was also the location of  one of the first ever

successful trials of a steam locomotive. Brunton’s “Mechanical Horse” of 1813 used

legs to propel itself along the track at 2.5 mph! It was built at the Butterley Works and

was the first steam locomotive in the Midlands. Steam locomotives largely replaced

horses later.

The Derbyshire Archaeological Society was formed in 1878 and is continuing a long

tradition of discovering the hidden history of Derbyshire, publishing its findings and

letting the general public know all about them. Projects of this kind help encourage

more people, especially younger people, to take part and gain knowledge, skills and

enjoyment through participation.

Commenting on the award, Trevor Griffin the project manager, said: “We are very

pleased to have received the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and are confident

that this will attract many younger people to help find out more about this little known

but exciting heritage on their own door step.”



Notes to editors:

About the Derbyshire Archaeological Society

The Derbyshire Archaeological Society has well over 400 members and is active in

carrying out archaeology, conservation, research and publication to a high standard

throughout the County. It is responsible for managing some historic sites. It also

spreads knowledge through an intensive programme of talks, and visits for its

members and the general public. The Butterley Gangroad Project is being managed by

a sub-team led by the Industrial Archaeology Section of the Society.

Website: www.derbyshireas.org.uk

About the Heritage Lottery Fund

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF)

sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to

take part in, learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to

archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of

our diverse heritage. HLF has supported over 30,000 projects, allocating £4.6billion

across the UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk

For further information, images and interviews, please contact

Trevor Griffin, Project Manager, Butterley Gangroad Project,

Derbyshire Archaeological Society.

01773 821920

butterleygangroad@gmail.com .


